Cisplatin-albumin complex for treatment of cancer of the head and neck.
Many patients with cancer of the head and neck are unable to receive or continue treatment with cisplatin, which is nephrotoxic, because of poor renal function. We present here, however, the case of a patient who underwent conventional cisplatin therapy but who then had to be withdrawn from treatment because of renal toxicity despite having undergone partial remission. Treatment was then changed to cisplatin in the form of a cisplatin-albumin complex which is not nephrotoxic. The patient went on to a histologically confirmed complete response and we suggest that although the cisplatin-albumin complex may not be as effective as the conventional form of the drug it offers a possible form of treatment of patients with compromised renal function who could not otherwise be treated.